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Central Idea: Jesus is adequate for every need the sheep may have as they are in the
pasture. Are you trusting Jesus to meet your needs?

Introduction: In his most beautiful song of trust, David pictures the Lord as the great
Shepherd who provides for and protects His sheep (vv. 1-4) and as the gracious Host
who protects and provides abundantly for His guests (vv. 5-6). Certainly this psalm
has a message for the sorrowing, but it also focuses on what Jesus does for us “all
the days of our life” as well as at death (v. 6). In this psalm, David explains that if we
follow the Lord and trust Him, He will meet our every need, no matter what the
circumstances may be.

1. Shepherdhood of the Lord v. 1a
2. The Shepherd’s Sufficiency v. 1b
3. Rest and Refreshment v. 2a

4. The Shepherd’s Guidance v. 2b
5. Spiritual Renewal v. 3a

6. Divine Leadership v. 3b

Conclusion: John Phillips recounts the following summary in his commentary on the
Psalms. “The psalm divides into three parts. First David takes us into the glen, then he
takes us down into the gorge, and finally, on into the glory. In the first part of the
psalm he introduces us to One who can take care of our frailty; then to One who can
take care of our foes; and finally to One who can take care of our future. But of all the
ways we can divide this psalm, | like best the one | found in my mother’s open Bible,
there beside her bed, the day after she died. Alongside this psalm she had written;
“The secret of a happy life, a happy death, and a happy eternity.”




